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“GOLD RUSH FOR 83-YEAR-OLD ARTIST OLGA DE AMARAL’S ART”
—ARTNET NEWS, JUNE 18TH 2015

“WITHIN HER WORK, THE GOLD ACTUALLY HAS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, 
RELATING TO PRE-HISPANIC/PRE-COLOMBIAN ART 

AS WELL AS COLONIAL LATIN AMERICAN ART” 
—KAELI DEANE, PHILLIPS HEAD OF LATIN AMERICAN ART SALES

“SIMPLY PUT HER ART IS REMARKABLY POWERFUL”
—AGNÈS MONPLAISIR, ART DEALER
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WhatÕs one show you loved in the past 
year at a gallery other than your own?
Pierre Huygues at Hauser & Wirth.
What trend do you see happening in 
your region right now?
Deconstructed sculptures and !gurative 
paintings.

What might you be doing if you 
werenÕt a gallerist?
I might be an archeologist or carpenter.
Name the last great book you read, 
art-related or otherwise.
Le courage de la vérité, by Michel FoucaultÑ
good to read if youÕre an artist or a politician.

GALERIE AGNES MONPLAISIR |  PARIS, FRANCE

ARTISTS:
Olga de Amaral, Marcos Coelho Benjamim, 
Todd & Fitch, Iuri Sarmento, Daniel HourdŽ
ESTABLISHE D: 1987
CONTACT :
agnesmonplaisir.com
galerie@agnesmonplaisir.com
+33 1 56 81 83 51

AGNES MONPLAISIR, FOUNDER

How did you get your start as a 
gallerist?
I was raised in a rather art-free home, with 
my father, a banker, and my mother, a 
teacher of history. However, a family friend 
took me to see a Monet exhibition as a 
young teenager, and his paintings truly 
inspired me to follow a different path than 
that of my parents. Since we did not agree 
on my career path, I left home at 17 and did 
not speak with my family for two years. It 
was during that time that I opened my very 
!rst space, a small gallery based in ParisÕs 
Bastille district. 
How have you generally discovered 
new artists? Are there any new 
discoveries for the gallery whom 
youÕre especially excited about?
I always have my eyes and ears open, as 

you never know whom or what you may 
happen upon! Also, since I do engage in 
quite a bit of travel, I am able to tap into a 
worldwide cultural database, where I often 
!nd the most unique and untouched 
Ògems.Ó One artist I was able to forge a 
long-lasting relationship with and love for 
is Olga de Amaral.
What was your biggest show of the 
past year?
That would have to be our artist Daniel 
HourdŽÕs exhibition ÒParadise in Progress.Ó 
Held in BrazilÕs Centro Cultural Banco do 
Brasil Belo Horizonte, it showcased several 
of his exceptional works of sculpture.
WhatÕs one show you loved in the past 
year at a gallery other than your own?
Sebasti‹o SalgadoÕs photographic exhibition 
ÒGenesisÓ was immensely inspiring to me. 
What trend do you see happening in 
your region right now?
In general, I like to stay out of the Òtrend,Ó 
so to speak, as I am more drawn to the 
ethereal and to classics that truly stand the 
test of time. However, many of my artists 
are talking about the preservation of the 
planet and spiritual ideas about human 
civilization, and I do see this movement as 
having a large potential for growth.
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Three pieces by Marcos Coelho 
Benjamin: from left, Untitled, 2008; 
Untitled, 2011; and Untitled, 2010.
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